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doors .of which, as though to attract custom, they imagined the
words " Admission free " would be inscribed, were separated
from the outside world by high iron railings. Justice was free
in, France in precisely the same way as a maximum price was
fixed in restaurants in Britain in 1942 with the exception of the
house charges, which sometimes amounted to three times the
fixed price and formed a constant subject for caustic British
witticism.
Foreigners found it difficult to believe that a revolution really
had taken place in France, admittedly some considerable time
ago and now almost forgotten, which had swept away privileges.
They found that the functions of registrar, process-server,
solicitor and notaire (who alone has the right to issue affidavits,
draw up property or company contracts and wills and make them "
legal by his very signature) still existed. They were handed down
from father to son or purchased at high cost, and thus justice
remained somewhat expensive, if not inaccessible. But when
they .had paid the bills of these henchmen of justice, without
whose help justice could not operate, they at least hoped to
obtain a " free judgment", since justice was after all " free ".
They were still mistaken, because they could not even obtain a
writ, of judgment without paying fantastically high dues propor-
tionate to the sum involved, and this had to be done without even
knowing whether the debtor was solvent. Were he insolvent they
found that there was no way in France of proving the debtor's
bad faith, since the ** failure" or bankruptcy of a private
individual was not acknowledged nor was the ethical and very
practical method, applied successfully in other countries of
making the debtor state under oath Ms financial position, prac-
tised in France. They were brought finally to understand that
the smooth yellow document ^vith the stamp of the French
Republic at the top was-only a snare and delusion, a1 sham
screen, in the use of which " the French are past masters **, as
the French-Nazi writer Ajalbert said in Paris in 1942 when com-
pldinmg about the dummy bottles on the shelves, which should
no longer have been allowed to leave the French one last illusion.
: This' same papier timbre complex, this desire to *skim over
difficulties and " find an easy way out", tb "hedge " rather, than
take harsh but "salutary measures, had greatly influenced the
"financial system in France, the economic foundation of the State.
:The Frenchman does not pay taxes with any degree of pleasure
and, unlike the Englishman, does not hesitate to " do "' the Inland
his Public Enemy No. 1, by trying on all kinds of